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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet: 

I only wear it in a land of iHectors, 

Thieves, supeicargees, sharpers, and directors.—Pope. 


ee) = 100 
THE PORTALS OF REVOLUTION OPENED. 
— eee 


The die is cast, and it is decided that the game of re- 
volution shall be played. The course is chalked out— 
the lists are prepared—the combatants are ready, and 
the nation is the prize! Driven on from the fear of 
losing their places, the Ministers have left themselves no 
retreat. ON, or OUT, they must go; and while there 
is a chance of obtaining another week’s salary, out they 
will not go, whatever dirty work may be required at 
their hands. They have plunged up to the neck in the 
mire of the business—to come out clean is beyond hope. 
To come out at all, beyond the reach of expectation ; 
but they may yet swm, and while they keep their heads 
above water, by their majorities, they will get paid. 
The money will console them for the filth in which the 
wallow, as it compensates their Italian witnesses for the 
mud dealt out to them so liberally at Dover. The 
things have not mettle enough about them to mind dis- 
grace. There is no reaching them through their mental 
teelings—they only feel what strikes them corporeally, 
or diminishes the amount of their emoluments. 
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Yet they Raye some fears of the publie, and occast- 
onally shew that despair, rather than their bravery hans 
them on to ruin. ‘They have postponed the coronation, 
and Lord Castivreagh very gravely assured the house, 
the delay was in no respect owing to the disputes between 
the Queen and her husband ! To fib for nothing ia 
new feature in the ministerial character. Most of our 
ministers have lied fast, and frequently enough; but then 
they had some purpose to gain by falsehood. The offt 
cial Sth of Castlereagh coul { not be intended to deceive ; 
for le is a man of busine: ‘s, and must know something 
of his learers and yeaders. He must know therefore 
that not an individual weuld or could believe him, that 
every one kiew the statement to be untrue; that he 
would vet only laughed at for the gratuitous wntrath, ani 
yet he ‘told it Perhaps he has become generous, or is 
disposed. to be grui tefil for past favors; and as the na 
tion has given, or sufiered him to take, so much, he may 
be willing to inake some acknowledgment, if it were 
only presenting the nation with this offici il fib. 

The merit of postooning the coronation, is to be di 
vided between the Queen, and the people. Her Ma 
jesty’s share of the honor is doubtless the greater: for the 
people are too much disregarded to have produced age 
the effect. ‘There is the standing army for the people, it 
they dare to murmur: but the standing army night net 
chuse to fight against the (Queen. And if her Majesty 
had mene herself at the door of Westminster Abbey, 
and demanded her portion of the ceremony, What a ridi- 
culous figure would the grave, and pious character as- 
sembled have assumed! Her right could only be dis- 
puted by dayonets, and is it cer lain, that a single soldier 
would have presented one to her bosom, to the bosom of 
the QUEEN? Would any minister have taken the re- 
sponsibility of refusing to issue the warrant for her co- 
ronation, to which she was equally entitled as the King 
himself? The iow lecége that she would have presented 
herself at the ceremony, and that she could not have been 
prohibited, even by force, may have had some small 
share, in delermining the postponement, until she could 
be excluded under the pretence of law, from claiming the 
reception and treatment ef a Queen ‘at the coronation, 
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This has ope ned another, and a more imporland enquiry. 
The rights of the Quee n, are personal, and would ex- 
pire with herself. But the degradation of the Queen 
opens the way for a disputed succession, by the degrada- 
tion and removal out of the road to the throne of the 
Dukes of York, Clarence, and the rest, upon whom the 
succession would infallibly fall, were no extra-judicial 
proceedings taken with respect to the Queen. The 
Duke of York is called the heir presumptive :—but it 
is quite evident, that he is in reality the Aeir-apparent. 
No issue from. the present marriage can by possibility 
arise to bar his clam. ‘The laws of nature almost se- 
cure his right to the succession. But shouid the King be 
enabled to ‘cast off his present Queen, and marry ai nother, 
he may have issue, and thus exclude the Duke of ¥ Fopk. 
The Duke of York is therefore poaocninisiah fo secure his 
right, by taking care that the dares are not violated. The 
1) bake of York having no children, the: Duke of Clarence 
has also a lien upon the succession, which to maintain, 
he must also be , ee to prevent the law from being 
vioiaied, by any unjust proceeding towards the Queen. 
[t is singular these individuals should have been so silent 
upon this st thject which affects Uiem, in point of interest 
much more than it aficets the Queen. it is however 
more than probable, they have not been silent—ihat the 
shiftings, and shufilings, and indceision of the ministers 
have amet from their interference ; although that inter- 
ference is not before the public. The mean subterfuges 
of the negotiation, the blustering of one day, and the 
syeophancy of the next, may have or ivinated } in the | pri- 
vaie protests of the e princes in succession; and the hint 
that accommodation is not yet impossible, may have 
arisen from the same source. At first the Dakes of 
York, Clarence, and the rest, might not have seen the 
question in all its bearings. They might have iaken it 
for granted, there would be no second marriage—they 
might have imagined, that if a second marriage took 
place, it was unlikely there should be any issue. But 
a crown was at stake; and a little pe een would con- 
vince them such reliances were but broken reeds. 
A second marriage is indicated by all the facto: dings ; 


eS 


and if a second wife did not present his Majesty heirs. 
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it would be much tu be dasmmented ; with such oaiegg® 
lities before their eves, they must be ionorant indee “dl. 
they took no steps on their owa behalf. It is true nei- 
ther of the parties iu immediate succession have any 
children ; and it may be supposed a barren sceptre 
wWonth not have sufficient charms for their accepiance. 
Fhis is improbable. A crown glitters too splendidly to 
fant in lempline a wearer. Biailos 55 they may yet have 
_ Both are in good health. Dake of Cla- 
rence has 2 young wife; and the ill licalth of the Du- 
teks of York, m: iy soon leave the Duke honourably 
free to chuse one, with the probability ef successors. 
Hence all the motives to an honest ambition are in ex- 
istence:—and will they permit illegal bars to be raised 
avainst their hopes, without remonstrance, aid in defiance 
of public opinion ? Tits is hardly probabie; but were 
they to do this, the question would not be settled. 

Were they perfectly indifferent about ascending the 
throne. Were they perfect stoics, and not be teinpted 
to avail themselves of the advantages which have been 
secured to them by natural events, still public opinion 

could not be changed, nor the conduct of their succes- 
sors guaranteed. it cannot be denied that the public 
would think any in unjust which was passed in degra. 
dation of the Queen. ‘The whole nation is opposed to 
ine persecution she is undergoing, All depres ‘ate, all 
condemn it, but the minions of the court. The minis- 
terial m: ajorilies , in beth houses, may deem it their ia- 
terest to make a law tor the oceasion ; but they cannot 
make the law legal in the eyes of the multitude. A 
change of circumstanc es change the feelings and opr- 
nions of those majorities, and the law would be in. 

stantly repealed, amidst the acclamations of the people 
On the cther hand, those majorities might persist in an 
adherence to the law, and the heir at present in succes~ 
sion might appeal to the people, in support of his claini 
against the law. Then would follow all the dissentions 
of a civil war—with all the horrors of a militar ry revo- 
lution, and its attendant destruction of all civil rights. 

Such is the abyss which the ministers are preparing 
for the nation ; while they stand upon the brink of a very 
dangerous precipice themselves. lu the event of the 
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borough majorities changing sides, a thing which may 
secur, the present advisers of the crown may be de- 
nounced as traifters—as conspirators against the rights 
of the Duke of York, and his brothers—as having, to 
preserve their places, indulged @ caprice of their mas- 
ter in defiance of the law, and been the means of intro- 
ducing a disputed succession. None but fools would 
encounter the possibility of such a predicament in such 
an age as this; and, if they are wise, they will yet re- 
cede. Their heads one would suppose, ought to be more 
valuable to themselves, than their places; however hehtly 
the nation may estimate their worth. 

The postponement of the coronation isa sign, and a 
strong one, of a disposition to retract their steps, if they 
had not quile lost their way. But the ignorance of their 
natures is against the chance of their return. They rea- 
sen with no‘one. When the reformers demanded argu- 
ment, they gave them chains and dungeons, in the first 
instance ; and, wondering they- made no converts, ner 
silenced any clamour, they turned the military upon 
them, and told the sword to write their answers to 
prayers and petitions. The times would not yet have suf- 
fered such treatment towards the Queen, or thus had she 
heen treated: and driven from the only weapons they 
iknow how to wield, the ministers are in as much amaze, 
as vo many Witches whose familiars liad deserted them. 
from their integrity, there is no hope; but some conso- 
lation may arise from their fears. They are not satis- 
hed that they know the people well enough to do ail they 
wish to do. They have been able to keep down the ge- 
neral feeling of the people tolerably well ; but when they 
have seized individuals, they have met with a resolution 
which has scared them. A handful picked at random 
from the lowest order, exhibited such firmness, such con- 
iempt of death, such a lofty determination of purpose, 
that the creatures of luxury were more alarmed, than 
secured, by their execution. 

Feeliny operates in Kngland much more powerful 
than principle:—and even the temporizing press has 
ventured to assume hich ground, upon the feeling 
evinced in favour of the Queen. Men who dare not 


at 
took al a principle as the ground of consstent action, 
na s , 
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dare run amone the crowd, and echo its sentiments. 
Phere is more hones ty than) br: wery in this; for thes 
would not speak, if t! hey did not think themselves safe ; 
but they do spe ae they swell the chorus, and they 

contrite to the eflect, The respectable part of the 
er Ko find Ureir prejudices shocked, at the idea of a man 
pitting away his wife, and then, by the advice of pan- 
ders aint sycophants, accusing her of crime, to annul his 
marriave The really Payin | are iistited—the eareless 
canno! ee even the bad cannot defend the 
attack made upon the Queen, by her already twice- 
convieled shawterer. All parties are azreed as to the 
moral cnormity, and political danger, of the measures 
adopted by Vie ministers. All see the diststrous conse- 
quences to wiiean ticy must lead 5 and this conviction is 


‘ ' 
(isha oly CAPPEsset. 
rq ‘ . ' “! " ae —" ’ P 
Phe Courier despairs of maki Hey oul its e¢ ase 5 and halts 
s 


most miseraory in defence of its patrons, in reply lo 


the position, that the Nine must come inte courl as the 
accuser of the Queen, with elecex hands, it has no bet- 


’ 
» * . ‘ . Piseys 3 r i « 5 r airs es) * ewer hee f vy iy 
ler coarapen ui uw, should any charzes against the King 
a Oe eS a gine, ares ieee | 
He cr st: i is! ' , Lis He Gero bb ¢ChS GO BOL MaAKC A mhile | 


is nol this s ouietiinn like a eontession of * black’ on 


the part of tie mn miareh ? Ls it nota complete abandon 
meal of tie defence whien anusé be odteiiiahed for the 
Kine, before the accusation of the Queen can lead to 
coulemnation ? Does the Courier hope the nation would 
be sali, fied wilh the punishment of the Queen, because 
* two biacks” dict not make ‘a white!’ Would it not 
be a sande eCngury, wiia t the ecuitry had lo de 


: 
° ' as } . ° 
with “ blacks)? at all?) May net hts Majesty> with 
some propricty, exclaim vith Dumouricr —* save me 
from my frfeuds, and on me to deal ne my ene- 


° >] } 4 a ee lecaee + Se ‘ ’ ’ ee , ~Rhs ’ m 
mies | As the Couvier is aceasionaliv fond of proverbs, 


° s* 4 lr we are 

if} may take asa fil companion for SS freo Stacks do nol 
f - a ' < P oe ; P ? i} sated se it P z o D 
make eahiic” that “the pot should not call the Aetile, 
7 ? 93) 
lackey . 

' + } . meas 

The aténesses against the Queen are arrived: and 
precious Witnesses Lhey are. The poopie at Dover ivun- 
died them very rouvhly ; and though it is wrong to have 
reconrse to such Violence, it is sulb worse to pr ovoke if. 


5V the introduction of such wretches.  Ltaly is prohabls 


v 
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not worse than other countries ; bul as the Courier says, 
* the rabble that pelted them would have dragged them 
i their vehicles to London, for half-a-crown a piece ;” 
it is not too much to conclude, that Italy can furnish 
wretches for fen shillings a day, to do the mean and 
infamous business of an infamous commission, to pur- 
chase evidence against an unsuspecting woman. The 
Milan commission ; or in other words, the things sent 
out to dog the ¢ duce nas spies upon her conduct, have 
spent more than /iirty-thousand pounds of the people’s 
money already, upon the meanest creatures in existence, 
as the price of their evidence, or information against the 
Queen. The same sum of money spent in the same way, 
might produce some delectable stories of his Majesty ; 
and the Queen has an undoubied right to request that a 
camnission may be formed to enquire into his character. 
What a pretty green bag might rumour fill upon such 
an occasion. As a commission of gentlemen was named 
fo enquire into the conduct of the Queen, a commission 
of ladies might be appointed for that of the King, with 
Mrs. Fitzherbert in the chair. We do not mean “how- 
ever to degrade that lady, by any comparison with Sir 
John Leach, the present. vice- “chancellor, whose character 
by Mr. Creevey ought to be preserved 1 in every family. 
The temptation to contribute to his immortality, is toe 
great to be resisted; and we therefore copy the remarks 
which his Majesty may also read with some advantage. 
Sir Rok Ferguson moved on Thursday fast for an 
account of this Aiden faguisition, its objects, its ea- 
pences, and its results, as necessary for any further 
proceeding 1 in the House of Commons. This, of course, 
Lord Castlereagh refused. He pledges his honaier that 
every thing had been done fairly. and honestly, and pro- 
pe rly ; ; and desired the house to ‘believe him. This the 
house was quite sufficiently disposed to do. Mr. Cree- 
vey would not take in the pawn, which had been so 
often pledzed, and never redeemed, but maintained the 
House had “a right to have the V ice-Chancellor before 
them, whom he asserted to bea disturber of the publick 
peace of the country!” He said, “ It was the Vice- 
Chancellor who had kept alive the vindictive feelings of 
his Majesty towards tlie (Queen. (Order, order.) He 
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was not out of order; he would contend thal it was the 
Vice-Chancellor who hed kept alive the vindictive pas- 
sions of the King against the Queen. (Order, order.) 
If the feeling were not vindictive, he did not know what 
the word “ vindictive” meant. The Queen’s first crime, 
was having placed her foot on the English shore, and 
her next, a determination not to leave it. Whatever 
ministers ‘might state, this was a mere private charge: it 
was the King wanting r to get rid of the (Queen. Minis- 
ters knew there was no crime cognizable by law, and 
therefore they sought to relieve him by bill. He must 
appear as a private individual when he came to Parlia- 
ment for relief; and when he came before that house to be 
released from his wife, he must come like all persons 
applying for relief in a court of equily—with clean 
hands, —( Order, order.)—lie owed all this to Sir John 

each. —(Order, order.)—When a case of that nature 
came before them, they must use the words of Jesus 
Christ, when the woman was taken in adultery — ** Let 
him tha it hath no sin, cast the first stone.” The bill de- 
clared her Majesty to be euilty of adultery, and when 
that measure came before the house, it would be their 
duty to inquire, whether, when the Princess of Bruns- 
wick, the cousin of his Majesty, came to this country to 
espouse him, he was not himself then hving in adultery. 
—( Order, order. ) Of this he was sure, that the Kine 
had been placed in his present situation, by the officious 
slviser to whom he had alluded.” 

The public are therefore indebted to Mr. Creevey, for 
helping it to ore responsible adviser, who we hope will 
not be lost sight of, when a constitutional enquiry shall 
be made, as to who were the authors of the proposed 
derangement of the succession—a thing which, in the 
mouths of the reformers, would have served as a reason 
for sacrificing thous ands, but 2 hich can be proposed 
avith impunity by the hing’s Ministers for the adop- 
lion of Parliament! 

The Ministers are also placing themselyes in jeopardy 
in another point of view. Should they ever be called to 
an account for these circumstances, their On ily defence 
would be that they had dealt with the Queen according 
to the strict rules of the law—the t they had atlowed be: 
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every advantage for defence—every indulgence which 
her sex and her condition would justly claim. But this 
they have not done. They have endeavoured to preju- 
dice her judges—they have denied her what the meanest 
subject might claim, and shut her out from the protec- 
tion, while they expose her to the censure of the laws. 
One of the three estates of the realm is her accuser. And 
that too, the estate which holds in its hahds the partial 
influence of the other two—one of which is to be her 
judge—and the other a party to the penalty consequent 
upon her condemnation! In this situation, the ministers 
have induced a seeret committee to report that there are 
more charges against her, than are contained in the Biil 
of Pains and Penalties! Then she is refused a list of 
the witnesses against her, or the specific time and place 
where her supposed offence is charged to have been 
committed. Lord Liverpool says, ‘* it would establish a 
very énconvenient principle, to furnish a list of wit- 
nesses!” Yes, a very inconvenient principle, truly! 
But inconvenient to whom ? Himself and his colleagues ! 
It would be inconvenient to them, doubtless, to give the 
Queen any opportunity of exposing the wickedness of 
the conspiracy against her. It would be inconvenient to 
enable her by any clue to detect the infamy of the 
wreiches suborned against her. All this would be ver 
inconvenient ; but Lord Liverpool may hereafter find it 
more znconvenient to defend hunself, against the pub- 
lic charges brought against him. He may one da 
stand in need of the right which he withholds from his 
Queen; and he may be reminded, that as his conye- 
nience had been consulted so long, it must then give way 
- to the convenience of others. 
The reformers must observe all these transactions, with 
a watchful, but a cautious eye. The necessity of re- 
form is strongly evinced by them, to thousands, who 
would never have entertained the question, had they not 
occurred. The ministers have, in fact, established a 
grand manufactory of reformers since the Manchester 
slaughter. In one short year, they have driven more 
into our ranks, than our united exertions had procured 
in the fen preceding. We can hardly regret the events, 
melancholy as many of them haye been, when we con- 
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template the effects. Our worst enemies have been the 
best friends of our cause. Our most inveterate perse- 
cutors have been serving our purposes ; and they are 
now sufficiently infatuated to do themselves, what they 
charge us with having in view, the bringing into con- 
tempt the authorities and practices of the present system: 
Since warning is of no avail, and argument against their 
evil courses, equally futile, they must proceed. If they 
will wreck the vessel of the state, we must endeavour to 
look after ourselves, and find the nearest way to land, 
When the vessel strikes. 





LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 


——s 


PRETTY PICTURE OF THE HOUSE GF COMMONS BY &A 
MEMBER. 


RESPECTED FRIEND, 


I have often tried to give thee a fair portrait of 
ihe sapient legislators of this people, and have collected 
some promixent features of the most important mem- 
bers ; but not being acquainted with all the secrets of the 
prison-house, I could not give thee all the information 
thou mightest have required. Mr. Creevey, however, 
an old member of the illustrious lower house, has given 
to the world a few of its practices, and motives, which 
are curious enough; and which very clearly demon- 
strate, that ét 7s mot, that et cannot be the representative 
of the people. 

The cost of the collection of the taxes, amounts to 
4,283,6001.; and Mr. Creevey, in his pamphlet aliedges, 
that the disposal of this zmmense sum is lodged in the 
members of the House of Commons, as the price of their 
support of the existing administration, he adds:— 


“Ifa pentleman represents a town of any commercial im- 
portance, and supports the Government by his vote in Parlia- 
went, does he not attend regularly at the Treasury, and de- 
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mand asa matter of right, the filling of all vacant appoint- 
ments in the customs, excise, stamp office, &c. of the town he 
represents. with his own relations, friends or political support - 
ers? In the like manner, if he represents a county and supports 
the minister, is not the valuable appointment of Receiver of the 
Land-tax, with other such things, considered immediately as 
his own private property: and don’t we invariably see those 
appointments come into possession of his brother, or his son, or 
some family or political connexion? It is only a few years 
ayo that Mr. Wilberforce was reproved in the House of Com- 
mous by Mr. Canniug,—was taxed by him, as it were, for 
ingratitude in opposing the government on that occasion, upon 
the sole ground that Mr. Wilberforce was as regular a suitor at 
the ‘Treasury for the disposal of offices in the revenue in favour 
of his friends, as any other ministerial member; and on that 
account, that they, the ministers, had an equal right to his vote 
and support. Here was no dispute, no difference of opinion, 
respecting the fact; on the contrary you have the admission, 
from the gravest and highest authorities, that the di.tribution of 
this four millions of money, paid for the collection of the taxes, 
is considered the absolute right of all members of Parliament 
who support the Government, and to be by them disposed of 
in favour of their families, friends, and supporters. ‘This then 
I consider to be the first and great operating cause by which 
our representatives are removed from the reach of their consti- 
fuents: From the very sourees of our own miseries they have 
discovered the means of procuring wealth and emolument: 
Whilst we, the people, are ground to the earth by the taxes, 
the families and conuexions of our representatives are abso- 
Jutely supported by the very collection of these taxes.” 


Mr. Creevey next points to the East India patronage, 
as a source of alienation of these legislators, from their 
supposed constituents. He instances the case in which 
Lord Castlereagh was convicted of bartering a writer- 
ship for a seat; and h's absolution by the House of 
Commons, which decided “ that Indian patronage, like 
the collection of the English revenue, is just and lawful 
prize to the members of the House of Commons; and 
that it is to be used by them for whatever purpose they 
chuse, whether of private emolument, or public corr, 
ruptions, without the slightest attention to the com- 
plaints, or remonstrances of their constituents.” This 
Indian patronage is proportioned to the military, civil, 
judicial, and commercial, honors and advantages of a 
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population of 40 —* of souls, and a revenue of 16 
millions of money! [sit to be re warded as a phenome 
non, that Mr. Wilberforce should be seen very often at 
the treasi ary? 

Another source of the compl tisance of the honorable 
house to the ministers, is the fact that seventy sex mem- 
bers hold places, the salaries of which are 156,000I. 
year!!! [ere are seventy-six rare plumpers, upon an 
extraordinary emergency ! 

The droits of the admiralty ‘ ire another hold which 
ministers possess on the affections of members of parlia- 
ment. Out of this fund, they onee granted Sir Home 
Popham a sum of 25 QOL ; and it is said the mouths 
of a hundred others have been open ever since, in expec- 
lation of a windfall. No wonder their ears are shut to 
the complaints of the people! 

The next key to the loyalty of the House of Com- 
mons, is the four and a half per cent. West India duties, 
whie h Were imposed 160 years ago for purposes pure sly 
colonial, but of wnie th the ‘House of Commons has now 
cot possession. ‘° In short,” says Mr. Creevey, °* it i 
nearly exhausted amongst members of parliament, ibeic 
Wives, or sisters!!!’ General Crawford, a pensioner 
on this fund to the tune ot L2001. a year, moved a vote 
of thanks te ministers for the Wadlcheren expedition! 


“ To speak historically of General Crawford i this trans- 
action, He had recently become connected by marriage with 
the family of the Duke of Newcastle ; he re presented and com. 
manded that powerful parliamentary literest in the House of 
Commons; the minister of the crow selected him as a fit per 
son to enjoy a pension of 1200 pounds a year for life; 
and the General considered the minister of the crown as en 
titled to the gratitude of his country for bis expedition to Wal 
cheren. This is ali according to form and usage in the House 
of Commons’ eee tego.” 

“ You would suppose, by this time,” says our author, “ that 
we had exhausted the hiding places of members of parli: unent 
and their CONNEXIONS 5 but there are nooks and corners to be 
yet looked into.’ 

“« Under the head of Superannuations in the Foreign Oilice, 
vou will find no Jess a sum rigs LOOOL. a year for life, Se ttle! 
upon the wife of Robert Ward, kisq. of that department. W ho 
then is the superanauated Robert Ward? ‘The date of his 
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pension Is February, 1806. Ttis said he was then about three 
or four and thirty years of age, and had been Under Secretary 
of State about ten or eleven months. It is known that, for 
thirteen years since, he has filled, and fills now, au etticient 
department in the Orduance, with a salay of 2 or 30001. per 

annum. How then became Mr. Ward superannuated so much 
before his time as to entitle him to this pension of LOOOI. per 

annum for the life of his lady? Why I will tell you: —Itis 
beeause Mr. Ward was, and is, one of Lord Lousdale’s mu- 
merous members of parliament, and because Mrs. Ward is the 
sister of Lady Melgrave, Lord Mulgrave having been the mi- 


nister who gave Mr. Ward this pension. Again, in the Stamp 
Office, you will find a provision made out of the fees in favour 


ofa Mr. Estcourt, amounting to 1200). per annum for his life, 
and, itis added, ¢ as late solicitor to the Stamp Office’ And 
who is this retired attorney, for whom so magnificent an allow - 
ance is provided, the greatest sum the crown can grant to a 
subject by Mr. Burke’s Civil List Act? Why Mr. Estcourt is 
the proprietor of the borough of Malmsbuay, and returns two 
members to the House of Commons; and this is lis claim to 
12001. per annum for life out of our pockets; and, no doubt, 
an unanswerable claim too, ia the opinion of all ministers.” 


Do not burst thyself with laughing at this whimsical 
race! The gravest animals are always the most ridicu- 
fous; and where there is much parade, there is cer- 
tain to be litile reason. [I never had any faith in the 
boasted superiority of the British constitution; and | 
am now satisfied, it was extolled to exaggeration, to 
diszuise its slaring imperfections. It has no other merit 
than that of “providing for the cunning at the expence of 
the credulous, in a more effectual manner than any 
other system. Its absurdity is so palpable, that nothing 
but interest or blindness can overlook its defects ; and 
were it oflered to a tribe of the most stupid Hottentots, 
for their acceptance, it would be rejected with contempt. 
i have thought of recommencing my travels, to sce if | 
ean find a worse system for these people, but 1 fear | 
mirht search earth in vain, on such an errand. If thou 

shouldst hear of any new expensive absurdity in church 
or state, sand it here. [tis the only valuable commo- 
dity in the market. 

Thy friend and well wisher, 


THR BLACK DWARF 
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WHIG PICTURE OF GENERAL DISTRESS. 


_-- 





The Edinburgh Review, which is particularly pastial to 
plagiarisms from the reformers, and an abuse of their creed, 
probably to prevent a discovery of the éheft, in its last number 
has a very radical picture of the times. We cannot take up a 
piece of whig policy in the present day, without detecting the 
patchwork of its composition; and the present essay furnishes 
us with a fair specimen of the inveteracy with which some of 
our whigs hate the reformers, fur the crime of having discovered, 
or proclaimed at least, earlier than themselves, the real source 
of the evils under which the country labours. 

The essay commences with the following radical observalions- 

“In spite of all that has been said and written to the con- 
trary, we have not the shadow of a doubt that Aigh wages are 
by far the most effectual means that can be devised for pro- 
moting industry, and attaching the bulk of the people to the 
institutions under which tiey live. The desire to accumulate 
property, and to rise in the world, is deeply seated in the human 
breast, and is in fact the source of all the improvements which 
have ever been made. In countries where the wages of labour 
are high, a workman, by availing himself of the means within 
his reach, may noi only gain a con-iderable command over the 
necessaries and comforts of life, but has it in his power to attain 
toa state of comparative affluence and independence. In such 
countries the rights of property will be respected; and for this 
plain reason, that every individual fee/s that he derives a direct 
advantage from their institution, and that without them he 
could not peaceably enjoy the fruits of his industry. The 
example of the United States shows the truth of this reasoning. 
Our Transatlantic brethren have no national religion—they 
have no secieties for the suppression of vice, or the building of 
churches; nor is their administration supported and strengthen- 
ed by the colossal establishments of the Old World. But, on 
the other hand, every citizen of the United States is impressed 
with the conviction, that honest exertion is sufficient to make 
him rich, and that intelligence and good conduct may raise him 
to the highest honours of the State.” 

This is the basis upon which the necessity of reform 1s 
rested. ‘The system has reduced the wages of the labourer, 
on the one hand, and demanded more contributions from 
him cn the other. This is the evil. But the cause? the 
cause? good Mr. Reviewer ! Is it the possession of a national 
religion, the professors of which devour the eighth part of 
the produce of the soil. This, say the advocates of re- 
form, is one cause. And the reviewer admits this, when 
he points to a country, where the absence of this cause 1 
adduced asa reason for the absence of the evtl. With no 
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reason fo complain, complaints are never heard ; and where 
tke voice of discontent is so loud, as to drown every thing 
besides, there must be cause indeed, for murmuring—so argue 
the reformers; and tracing all the evils to the system, they, 
with the reviewer, wish éhe system changed. But is the reviewer 
to be held a constitutional {politician, and the radical reformer 
a traitor, for the same wish? But does the reviewer desire a 
change? Tlear him, and say whether he does not even demand 
a revolution.—‘* Great discontent, and dissatisfaction, (says 
he) have ever accompanied an increased difficulty of living ; and 
it is perhaps not greatly to be lamented, that it should be so; 
for nothing could prevent a people, who submitted without a 
struggle tosuch privations, from sinking below the level of the 
lower animals! Now this is the condition of the manufacturing 
classes of Great Britain!’ With the justice of the sentiment 
few will disagree. It is requisite that the people of a free 
country should feel so acutely the threatened degradation; but 
with what degree of candour can this whig reviewer censure 
the reformers, after having made this declaration? If the peo- 
ple ought not to submit to inevitable ruin, and general misery, 
without a struggle, where is the consistency of blaming them, 
when they are making that struggle? Against what are they 
struggling but the system? In what manner are they to strug- 
gle, but in the mode adopted at the late public meetings ? Does 
the writer mean, that the ‘itinerant orators” are blameable, 
because they did not organize a more effectual struggle ? The 
picture of the country that once despised the land of frogs, 
and wooden shoes, is thus drawn, with a radical pencil. 

“The wages of weavers inGlasgow and its vicinity, have been 
reduced from 25s. to 6s. per week, out of which taxation takes 
more than three! After exhausting the funds of friendly so- 
cieties, organized in happier times, and selling their furniture 
and clothes, the wearers have literally sunk into a state of 
starvation’ The same is the case with the manufacturing 
classes in Renfrewshire, and throughout England !—they are 
nearly destitute of fuel and clothes. Their bedding consists 
only of sacks filled with slraws, and chips! Their food is at 
once deficient in quantity, and of the coarsest and least nutri- 
tive kind. And the combined operation of taxation, and poor 
rates, has reduced the smaller proprietors and farmers neatly 
to the same hopeless condition of the manufacturers !” 

Who would imagine that this could be the language of the 
Edinburgh Review—the organ of that party, which taunts the 
reformers with the want of moderation, while it depicts a con- 
dition of things which it is surprizing has not produced an ab- 
solute frenzy. Ali these statements made through the mediuin 
af the political press, were denounced as exaggerations, and 
those who made them called “ seditious demagogues!” Now, 
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hehold them, picked from the columns of Cobbett’s Register, 
and the Black Dwarf, and embodied in the classical pages of 
the Edinburgh Review! with some obscure insinuations against 
the “ miserable pamphlets,” from which they have been collected / 

But it is not existing evils which are allowed by the Re- 
viewer. He has also borrowed the radical principle, that the 
longer the system exists, the more rapidly will the evils en- 
crease, in a most frightful progression, and makes the follow- 
ing declaration, which contains arguments long since urged by 
what the Reviewer calls the radical press. 

“ Should the present system be persevered in, it will do more 
than perpetuate the discontents, and degrade the condition of 
the labourer. Neither the country gentlemen nor,the fund-hold- 
ers must flatter themselves with the vain and delusive idea, that 
they shall be able to perpetuate their existence, and to continue 
quietly to enjoy their fortunes, in a country in which the greater 
portion of the inhabitants are poor and miserable, and where a 
compulsory provision for the support of the poor has been long 
organised, If the wealthier classes would save their fortunes 
from destruction, they must lend all the assistance in 
their power to those who are urging the necessity of aban- 
doning that factitious and unnatural system which hes caused soe 
much misery. Nov is there a moment’s time to be lost. ‘The 
evils under which we now suffer will soon become incurable ; 
and,ere lonz, the utmost efforts of the Government and the 
people will be unable to stop the torrent of pauperism, and 
the efflux of capital. During the last fifteen years, the as- 
sessments for the support of the Poor have increased from Fou R 
to TEN or TWELVE millions: but the cry for relief is notwith- 
standing louder and more pressing, at this, than at any forme: 
period. Far, indeed, from there bemg any ground whatever for 
considering this frightful progression as having approached its 
termination, it cannot fail to have been predigiously accelerated. 
Paupers and poor-laws act and re-act, produce and re-produce 
each other, in a geometrical progression. If this system be not 
effectually counteracted, or, which is the same thing, if the poor 
be not enabled to provide for themselves, it will in a very few 
years infect all classes with the plague of universal poverty, 
and sink both high and low below the level of what was ori- 
ginally lowest. The paupers and tenants of workhouses, already 
share with the landholders of England, to the extent of nearly 
ahalf of the net rental of that kingdom: aud, if matters are 
permitted to go on for the next seven years, as they have done 
for the last seven, none will be found hardy enough to deny 
the perfect accuracy of Spence’s position; and Ministers will 
then be able to boast, that they have established a perfect 
Agrarian system,--destroyed the inequality of fortunes,--and con 
verted this oace flourishing kingdom into one mighty workhouse! 
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THE BLACKNEB, No. XX*. 


‘© My Masters of Misrule! I have a crow to pluck with you.” 
OLp PLaY. 


192. if all parts of the state do not, with their utmost 
power, promote the public good, if the Prinee bas other aims 
than the safety and welfare of his country, if such as represent 
the people do not preserve their courage and integrity, if the 
national treasure is wasted, if Ministers are allowed to under- 
mine the Constitution with impunity, if Judges are suficred to 
pervert Justice, and to wrest the law, then is a mixed govern< 
inent the greatest tyranny in the worid —it is tyranny established 
by a jaw: it is authorized by consent; and such a people are 
bound by fetters of theirown making. A tyranny that governs 
exclusively by the sword, has few friends but men of the sword ; 
but a legal tyranny (where the people are only called to con- 
firm iniquity with their own voices) has on its side, the rich, the 
fearful, the lazy, those that know the law and get by it, ambi- 
tious churchmen, and ail those whose livelihood depeuds on the 
quiet posture of affairs ; and the persons here described, com- 
pose the influencing part of most nations: so that such a ty. 
rangy is hardly to be shaken off.—Dr. Charles D’ Avenant. 
Essay on the probable Methods of making the People gainers 
by the Balance of Trade, 1099. 


eee 


193. Thursday, January 4, 1648.—In a grand committee, to 
consider of the power of the Commons, Resolved, ‘ That the 
Commons of England assembled in Parliament, do declare, 
that the people, under God, are the original of all just powers. 
They co likewise declare, that the Commons of England, as- 
sembled in Parliament, being chosen by, aad representing the 
peopie, have the supreme authority of this nation. They do 
likewise declare, that whatsoever is enacted and declared law 
by the Commons of Envland, assembled in Parliament, hath the 
force of law, and ail tle people of this nation are incladed 
tuereby, although the consent and concurrence of the King and 
Liouse of Peers, be not had thereto.’ These resolutions being 
reported to the House, the House put them one after ano ther 
to the question, and there was not one negative voice to any 
one of them. ‘Then an ordinance for trial of Charles Stuart, 
W . again read and assented to, and ordered to be forthwith 

on Vv. Ne. < 
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engrossed in parchment, and to be brought im to-morrow mora 
ing.—-Rushworth’s Collections, Vol, VUL. 


enn 


104. Few Kings, like Stephanus Battorins, King of Poland, 
do measure their actions, not by their own profit, but by the 
welfare of their country, There is a saying of his extant, wor- 
thy to express the bravery of his disposition :—* £ will inake 
the world,’ quoth he, ‘ understand how much a King, chosen 
for virtue by the consent of a nation, is better than he whom 
right of succession, thrusts upon the shoulders of an unwilling 
people.’-— Barclay’s Mirror of Minds, Englished by Themas 
May, 1633. 


ee a eee 


195 Underneath, rest the rematis 
Of ANTIIONY CORNISH, Esq. 
Once member of Parliament for Ludgershall, m Walts 
With those of his father, WENRY CORNISH, Esq. 
A wealthy merchant and citizen of Loudon. 
As also those of his grandfather, HENRY CORNISH, 
Alderman and Sheriffiof London; 
Stations which he suppoited with such vigour and muuificence, 
As exposed hin to tiie violence of the times, | 
During the unblest reign of James the Second, 
When zeal for the laws passed for treason against the prince 
Who was sworn to defend them. 
Tle was suddenly arraigned before Jefferies, chief Justice, 
Or rather Chief Inquisitor for blood ; | 
Whiose sole rule of justice was the blind will of an 
Arbitrary master, 
And as such a doom was determined before the 
Process was begun, 
He was, by that fierce inplement of tyranny, 
In spite of innocence, and without proof of guilt, 
Doomed to the executioner’s knife, 
His head and quarters severed, and exposed to public view, 
In the City, 
As a spectacle of terror to all that were honest and rich ; 
And his estate confiscated to tiie Crown. 
His scattered limbs were granted to the tears and prayers 
Of his widow, : 
By the Prince, without a blush for such mock-mercy. 
At his trial, however brow-beaten and menaced, _ 
, At his death, bowever hurried and surprizing, 
(For in the space of a week was the infamous tragedy begur 
And dispatched, 
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tie manifested such courage as became a brave man doomed 
To perish for righteousness. 
Soon after, the inhuman sentence was repealed : 
But repealed without glory, by those who had pronounced it 
With infamy ; 
Since the demonstration of his innocence became so strong 
And public, 
That only the dread of popular odium, 
Forced even that lawless and implacable Court, 
To restore his fortune to his family, 
Wlio have ever since (without exception) retained his virtuous 
: principles of liberty, 
With all due reverence to such a worthy patriot, their ancestor, 
To whose pious memory 
Elizabeth Cornish, his grand-daughter, 
With filial tenderness and duty, 
Hath erected this monument of marble, 
Yet not so lasting as his name. 


Thomas Gordon. Tlollis’s Memoirs, 1738. 


a eS 


196. It is the duty of a statesman (especially in a free state 
fo hold the commonwealth to her first frame of government, 
from which the more it swerves, the more it declines; which 
hemg declined, is not commonly reduced, without that extre- 
mity, the danger whereof rather ruins than rectifies. Funda- 


mental alterations bring inevitable perils.—Francis Quarles. 
Enchiridion, 1646. 


197. Inevery just state, some part of the government is or 
ought to be imparted to the people; as in a kingdom, a voice 
or suffrage in making laws, and sometimes also in levying 
of arms, (if the charge be great and the prince forced to borrow 
help of fijs subject,) the matter rightly may be propounded to 
a Parliament, that the tax may seem to have proceeded from 
themselves ; so consultations, and some proceedings in judicial 
matters may in part be referred to them ;—the reason, lest 
seeing themselves to be in no number, nor of reckoning, they 
mislike the state, or kind of government ; and where the mul- 
litude is discontented, there must needs be many enemies to the 
present state. Forwhich cause, tyrants (which allow the people 
no manner of dealing in state matters) are foreed to bereave 
them of their wealth and weapons, and all other means, where- 
in they may resist, or amend themselves, as in Russia land, 
Purkey, &c,—Sir Walter Ralegh. Maxims of State, 1615. 
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198. To expatiate upon those measures of the late Hovse 
of Commons, which have fixed in me so illan opinion of suiblic 
affairs, or even to point them out one by one, would far 
exceed the necessary limits of an address of this uature; sut- 
tice it to say, that, according the judgment I formed of that 
assembly, the principles of national policy, liberty, humanity, 
aud justice, were with them as nothing; the will and pleasure 
of the court, every thing. No tax, however unjust in its prin- 
ciple, or tyrannical j in its execution, did they ever refuse. No 
enquiry, however disastrous or disgraceful the occasion, unless 
called box by the Ministers themselves s, did they ever institute. 
No proposed suspension or surrender of the liberty of the sub- 
ject seemed to cause among them the slightest hesitation: and, 
if it happened, that in consequence of such measures, the liber- 
iy, character, and means of livelihood of individuals, were 
sacrificed to “the alledged exigencies of government, not com- 
Snagieea? to the sufferers, but indemnity to those who inflicted 
the suitering, was the first object ot their concern. Private mise- 
ry excited no compassion; torture itself raised no indignation. 
Charles James Fox. Address to the Electors of Westmin- 
ter, 1802. 


199, "Tis Liberty alone that-gives the flow’r 
Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume ; 
And we are weeds without it. Ali constraint, 
Except what wisdom lays on evil men, 
{s evil; hurts the faculties, impedes 
Their progress ia the road of science; blinds 
The cyesight of discovery; and begets 
{n those tliat suffer it---a sordid mind 
Bestial, a meagre intellect, untit 
‘To be the tenant of man’s noble form. 
Thee therefore still,---blamewortiy as thou art. 
With ail thy loss of empire, and though squeez’d 
By public exigence, till annual food 
Fails for the craving hunger of the state,--- 
Thee L account still happy, and the chief 
Among the nations, seeing thou art free, 
My native ncok of earth loccemnentgpall for the sake 
Of that one feature can be well content,— 
Disgrac das thou hast been, poor as thou art, 
To seek no su phat rest beside. 
But once enslaved, farewell! 1! could endure 
Chains no where patiently ; and chains at home, 
Where Iam free by birthright, not at all. 


Witham Cowper, The Task, 1735. 
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ABSTRACT OF MR. KNIGHT’S PETITION. 
—-()-—- 
Tne HUMBLE PETITION OF JOHN KNIGHT, LATE OF 
MANCHESTER, NOW A PRISONER IN THE CASTLE OF 
LANCASTER, 


Humbly sheweth, 

That your petitioner, after repeated solicitations, was in- 
duced to attend a public meeting at Burnley, in Lancashire, at 
which he presided as chairman. That your petitioner address- 
ed the assembly, and pointed out to them the utility, and even 
necessity of a-peaceable, still, and silent demeanour, 

That your petitioner had neither offensive nor defensive 
arms of any kind, nor did he see any such things during the 
meeting ; ucither did he see any injury or insult offered to any 
person :—that immediately after dissolving the said meeting, 
your petitioner left the field, and returned to the Thorn Inn, 
where he gave an example of the conduct he had recommend- 
ed to the people ; for, on being grossly insulted in one room, 
he retired into another, whither he was pursued, and again in- 
sulted in the most brutal and cruel manner, by men whose dress 
was infinitely better than their behaviour. That your peti- 
tioner, instead of resenting such behaviour, requested those 
friends who were with him, not to reply to such malignant ca- 
lumny, but with it to leave the house, which they did... That 
your petitioner heard nothing more of this meeting until be- 
tween 11 and 12 o’clock of the first of December, when he 
was apprehended ; that Nadin (the deputy constable) refused 
to shew or read to your petitioner, the warrant for his appre- 
hension. That your petitioner was then conducted to the Po- 
lice-othice, and soon after to the New Bailey, where he was 
searched, and six insignificant papers taken from him: on 
the same day also, your petitioner’s house was ransacked by 
the police-officers, who took away books, pamphlets, and pa- 
pers, to a considerable amount in value. 

The partieulars of his confinement are similar to those con- 
tained in the petition of Broadhurst, which appeared a few 
weeks since. The case of Mr. Knight, however, is far more 
revolting to the feelings of humanity, he being an old man, 

That during the whole time of your Petitioner’s confinement, 
namely, from the day of his commitment, (17 weeks) although 
committed and detained on a charge of High Treason; yet your 
petitioner did only receive the common felon’s allowance of 
food ; being water and oatmeal boiled, and a piece of wheaten 
bread, for breakfast and supper every day ; for dinner, pota- 
tovs and bread ; four ounces of cheese per week ; and half 2 
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pound of coarse beef oneach Sunday ; the last depended upon 
his behaving with satisfaction to his keepers, in all respects the 
preceeding week ; the total value of which allowance, your 
petitioner betieves, did pot exceed two shillings and sixpence 
per week, while your petitioner’s letters were obliged to pays 
through the Secretaries of States office, and his wife was 
charged with their postage from London. 

That your petitioner remained under all these restrictions 
and privations until the 20tu of February, when he was in- 
formed that government did not intend, (on the evidence then 
in their possession,) to proceed against him for high treason. 
but for misdemeanour only—his prison dress was exchanged 
tor his own clothing, on the 22nd, he was also told that his 
letters were no longer to go through the Secretary of State’s 
office, and that his friends or relations might then have access 
to lim. 

That on the Qoth of February, your petitioner, and his fel- 
low prisoners, were semoved into the misdemeanor part of the 
gaol; that of this change im the circumstances of your peti- 
tioner, he immediately informed lis family and friends, and 
they instantly went to enquire, if bail would then be taken for 
your petitioner, they were refered to the magistrate who had 
signed his commitment ; he gave his consent, and after muci: 
trouble and expence, sureties were offered and accepted, the 
documents was sent to the keeper of this gaol, who, (as he in- 
formed your petitioner) presented the recognizance and your 
petitioner's commitment to the magistrates; who on seeing 
them declined to complete the bail, and liberate your peti- 
tioner. 

Thus was your petitioner kept in personal confinement, until 
the moment of his trial, and thereby prevented from making 
the necessary preparations for his defence, being also kept from 
all intercourse with society, prevented from searching out the 
proper and best evidence for his defence; and also debarred 
from the use of the public papcrs, fo the manifest injury of his 
cause, aud the obvious injury of public justice ; for had your 
petitioner had access to the public papers, he would have known 
the proceedings in parliament, and the proceedings at York in 
the case of Mr. Hunt and others, and the new interpretation, 
of law exhibited there, and thereby have been enabled to mect 
such new interpretation, or have saved the expence of a defence 
altogether ; and notwithstanding your petitioner has stated te 
his keeper the injuries he conceives himself to have sustained 
by being debarred from the public papers, and also written te 
the sheriff of the county, requesting to be allowed to purchase 
oe newspapers, he has not yet obtained permission so 
ty do, 
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Your petitioner begs leave to observe, that nothing can be 
more false, inconsistent, and contradictory, than the evidence 
on his trial for the prosecution; and that their unfounded 
statements and exaggerations were completely contradicted and 
refuted by the testimony of the witnesses for your petitioner, 
not any one of whom did your petitioner ever speak to in his 
life, to his knowledge. 

Y our petitioner has further to state, that on the Sth instant, 
(Muy) your petitioner was called before the keeper of this gaol, 
and by him asked, whether he meant to work or maintain him- 
self, your petitioner enquired what sort of work he had for 
him to do? aud was answered winding bobbings or weaving, to 
which your petitioner replied, that he was afflicted with a com- 
plaint which would not permit bim to sit long at a time, that 
those employments were both performed sitting, that he should 
have them to learn, and that they were neither worth learning 
nor practising if learned, and that if he had nothing else to 
offer, be, your petitioner, would try to employ himself better. 
The next morning your petitioner's provisions were withheld, 
and have been so ever since. 

Your petitioner begs leave further to state to your hon. 
House, that in the year 1793, he was prevailed upon to become 
a partner in a manufacturing concern, which, through variotis 
adverse circumstances, (chiefly occasioned by the late ruinous 
war) termivated in insolvency. 

That your petitioner then became a servant, and managed 
another manufacturing concern which also declined; when he 
again began to manufacture, but his conscience and his feelings, 
no! permitting him to exercise the arts now become necessary, 
to acquire property by trading, (although he kas been all his 
life sober and steady,) his concern was solvent, when he was 
apprehended under the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act in 
1817, since which time he has never had the good fortune to 
get into any regular and constant employment. 

That your petitioner’s wife bas for 20 years been more or 
less afilictcd with lameness, and that your petitioner’s first ap- 
prehension, gave lier feelings and frame such a violent shock, as 
produced a debility, which she never has, and probably uever 
will recover, and which has been greatly increased by the sub- 
sequent prosecutions your petitioner has undergone ; hence 
your Hon. House will see, that your petitioner has nothing to 
depend upon but the prison allowance and the bounty of his 
friends. 

Your petitioner has further to state, that he is now in the 
Séth year of his age, that his eye-sight is much impaired, by his 
present imprisonment, that he has not been accustomed to re- 
gular manual Jabour, that a complaint which commenced in, 
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and which he believes to have been occasioned by his tirst (and 
unjust imprisonment) incapacitates him, for performing that 
kind of work which was proposed to him by lis present gaoler, 
and that labour formed no part of the sentence pronounced upen 
your petitioner. 

Your petitioner begs to add, that he, with 36 other persons, 
when met for the sole and only purpose of promoting petitions 
to your “ Hon. House” and to the then Prince Regent, for 
peace, and a reformation of your Hon. House, were “arrested 
in June 1812, and on the oath of one hired and perjured spy, 
were committed for trial, on a felonious charge ; that they re- 
mained in prison more than 80 days, and stood a 14 hours’ 
trial at Lancaster, which was as expensive as it was long, and 
all acquited on the most indubitable evidence. 

That your petitioner was secondly arrested and contined 
more than nine calendar months, during the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act, in 1817, in which time he was in five dif- 
ferent prisons, and each of them in a different county; that 
he was nearly all the time in solitary confinement, not allowed 
to see a newspaper, nor any friend or relative, without a pe r- 
mit from the Secretary of State; nor send or receive any letter 
which did not pass through his office ; that to procure his per- 

sonal liberation, he was then required to enter into recognizance, 
to appear on the first day of the then next term, in thie Court 
of King’s Bench. 

That to procure the discharge of the said recognizance, h. 
did attend in the said Court, eight successive days before he 
had accomplished it ; although he was informed hy the Court 
the first day he appeared there; that the said Court had no 
charge against him. 

‘That a bill was found against your petitioner for presiding at 
a public and peaceable meeting at Blackburn, in Lancashire, ift 
July 1819; that he avoided being apprehended until he had 
procured bail, upon which he and them voluntarily went to th 
New Bailey to enter the same, when to the astonishment of all 
present, the Court ordered your petitioner into the prison, 
until the sufficiency of his sureties was ascertained, which sure 
ties were bound in 5001. and your petitioner in 5001; and 
after all, this case was never brought to trial, 

That your petitioner was a fourth time apprehended on the 
16th of August last, for attending the public meeting held that 
day at Manchester, although he neither offered injury nor insult 
to any person, nor spoke to y that assembly at all, button the con. 
trary, his life was put into the most imminent danger » by agreat 
number of armed men on horseback, rushing into that peacea 
ble assembly, whereby many persons lest thei lives, and many 
hundreds were maimed; on this account your petitioner was 
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kept in solitary confinement eleven days before his commit- 
ment for a misdemeanour; and another 1000). bail was again 
required fur your petitioner’s appearance, to answer that 
charge. 

That he was sent off to Laneaster in an hour after his com- 
mitment, which could answer no purpose but that of increasing 
the expense and trouble of putting in such bail, which, notwith- 
standing was effected and your petitioner liberated, the evening 
of the next day. 

That it has been circulated through the kingdom by the 
public papers, that your petitioner was found guilty of the said 
misdemeanour, at the York assizes, although he was a prisoner 
in the Castle of Lancaster during the very time of that trial. 

That your Petitioner was apprehended a fifth time on the 
first of December last, for presiding at another public and 
peaceable meeting near Burnley, on the 15th of November last, 
the particulars of which are detailed above, in which case he 
was committed for high treason, and kept under such comumit- 
ment 17 weeks, although ultimately tried for misdemeanour 
only ; which commitment could have no other object than that 
of preventing the possibility of your petitioner’s personal libera- 
tion by bail.* 

Thus has your petitioner been five times prosecuted, or 
rather persecuted in eight years, although he hopes and 
believes that all those persons who are personally ac- 
quainted with him will acknowledge him te be a mild 
and’ peaceable man! and that your petitioner, seeing no 
prospect of enjoying peace and quietness in his native 
country, nor any probability of himself or his offspring 
enjoying any moderate proportion of the fruit of their 
industry, has, though io the decline of life, addressed a 
Petition to his present Majesty,+ praying that he would 
be graciously pleased to permit and enable your peti- 
tioner to remove himself to the United States of Ame- 
rica; but having received no answer thereto, he now 
applies to your Hon. House, earnestly praying that your 
Hon. House will take all the premises into your serious 


Rate 





* It is worthy of particular remark, that notwithstanding the 
depositions respecting pikes, pistols, clubs, staves, &c. in this trial, 
yet no person was apprehended charged with having any such 
thing nor was any such thing as pike or pistol produced on this 
trial ; and that that article which so particularly attracted the notice 
of Col. Hargreaves, and was produced on the trial, was nothing 
more than acommon pitehfork shaft, about six feet long. 


t Mr. Knight states, in his petition to the King, that more than 
one fourth of his body has wasted away since his imprisonment. 
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and candid consideration, and grant your petitioner such 
remuneration as his excessive and grievous sufferings 
shall appear to your Hon, House to require; and also 
tocause all unusual and illegal privations and restrictions 
to be removed from your petitioner, and your petitioner 


will asin duty bound, for ever pray, 
JOHN KNIGHT, 





PROGRESS OF THE MILITARY SYSTEM. 





From circumstances arising out of that copious source of 
motives, ELECTIVE INTEREST, we hear that ministers have 
contracted with certain persons at Rochester, for building 
spacious Barracks in the Regent’s Park, London, for which 
the builders are to receive a rent of many thousand pounds 
annually for thirty one years. . 

Whatever Blackstone might have thought where, in his cee- 
brated coinmentaries, he said, ‘‘ The laws therefore and con- 
* stitution of these kingdoms know no such state as that ofa per- 
‘* petual standing soldier ;”’ and where he added, “ the seldiers 
‘* should live intermixed with the people; no separate camp ; 
“ NO BARRACKS, NO INLAND FORTRESSES should be 
** allowed ;”’ our soldiers have lived to see matters in a clearer 
light than Blackstone; and to have discovered, that “ Bar- 
vacks” which his jealous eye viewed in the light of ‘ inland 
fortresses,” have, by the soldiers, been seen and fect to have 
been prisons, to prevent their “ diving intermixed with the 
people” as friends and associates. We must not therefore be 
surprized to find, that soldiers, equally with radical reformers, 
have a dislike to imprisonment; and, to a man, are ready to 


vote for converting all the barracks in the kingdom into work- 
shops. 


CUSED eemeartamdtehnatin wih a aA RTE SELLE TOD TE IED NC AB Ht NE Tit NTR LONELY, SITTIN, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Received.—Communications from Petersfield. The letter from 
Boston Street, Regent’s Park.—Menalippus, and Centigator. 
Founp cor Rerorm.—lIt is hoped the society, in a few days, will 

have received a permanent and formal existence. The difficulties 
to be surmounted in such an establishment are numerous, and red 
quire time to overcome them; but the importance of the object 
will be a sufficient stimulas. Books for subscriptions will be 
shortly opened at various places. The Editor has to acknowledge 
the receipt of various names as intended subscribers. 
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PLACARDS RELATIVE TO THE PERSECUTION OF 
THE QUEEN. 
GLORIOUS DEEDS OF WOMEN!!! 


Woe be to the age wherein WOMEN lose their influence, and 
their judgment is disregarded. 

Reflect on glorious and virtuous Rome, It was there that the 
WOMEN honoured the exploits of renowned Generals. 


All the Grand Events were brought about by WOMEN. 
Through a WOMAN Rome obtained Liberty. 


Through WOMEN the mass of the people acquired the 
rights of the Consulship. 


A WOMAN put ap end to the oppression of the ten 
Tyrants. 

By means of WOMEN, Rome, when on the brink of des- 
truction, was screened from the resentment of an enraged and 
victorious Outlaw. 

France was delivered from her invaders and conquerors, in the 
fourteenth century, by a WOMAN. 


[twas a WOMAN that brought down the bloody tyrant, 
Marat. 


A WOMAN nailed the tyrant, Sisera, to the ground. 

A QUEEN caused the cruel Minister, Haman, to be hanged 
on a gallows fifty cubits high, of his own erecting. 

And a QUEEN will now bring down the corrupt Conspira- 
tors against the Peace, Honour, and Life of the INNOCENT. 





Birt OF PAINS AND PENALTIES AGAINST THE 
QUEEN !—Englishmen! You whi love fair-play and open trial, 
now open your eyes and read ! 


Green Bags, sealed up, were sent to the parliament about 
the Queen. 


The Lords have had a Secret Committee to examine the 
contents of these Bags. 

The Committee made a report, on Monday the $d of July, 
saying that these sealed bags, contained evidence of the 
Queen’s guilt / 

On the very next day, without more to do, the ministers 
brought a billinto the House of Lords against the Queen ! 

According to this bill the Queen is to be “ stripped of all 
her rights, privileges and dignities; she is to be divorced from 
the King; and to be utterly degraded.” 

Englishmen! observe well, that all this has been done, with- 
out giving the Queen any knowledge of the evidence ; without 
tetting her Majesty be confronted with any witnesses ; without 
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letting her know who the witnesses are; and even without 
letting her have a statement of the charges against her!!! 


—~ 


ARRIVALOF THE WretcuHeEs!!!— Dover, friday, July 7, 
1820.—This Morning Six of the Italian Allies arrived. ‘The 
good people of this town flocked to see them. ‘They were es- 
corted by an Austrian agent, and a Milan Attorney.—Such a 
set of ragged rascals never were seen before. Such Wretches 
as go about with dancing dogs and monkies, white mice, tame 
snakes, and land-turtles. The Magistrates got a guard of con- 
stables to pretect them, for fear the people should fling them 
into the sea. They were kept guarded tll two coaches were 
brought to put them into. They were then driven off amidst 
the hisses, cries, and yells, of the men, women, and children, of 
this humane, loyal, and public-spirited town. ‘Phey seemed 
frightened out of their wits at this honest expression of the 
feelings of the People.—Who is to Pay for bringing over, feed- 
ing, cloathing, and rewarding these wretches!!! 





Rerorm.—Mr. Hobhouse has presented a petition from Major 
Cartwright, against the defective state of the representation, which 
was laid on the table. It contained a list of eighty-six peers, who 
were patrons of boroughs; and an offer to prove that ninety-five 
peers at the last general election had returned, by direct and 
indirect influence, one hundred and nincly-six members of the house ! 
in defiance of the statute of Edward I. proh'biting peers from any 
interference; and also in defiance of a resolution passed every 
sossion by the House of Commons, declaring such interference to 
bea breach of privilege. This extraordinary attack upon the purity 
of the honourable house, made in its very centre, produced no 
debate,—no reply—no attempt to refute the charge of a treason- 
able usurpation of seats in the house! Were the facts incorrectly 
stated, or unfounded, the cry of treason! treason! horrible 
treason! would have resounded through the House; but this 
proof and record of its own degradation was tamely received, in 
sullen silence, and stands recorded upon its own journals, in damning 
evidence of its imperfection. Let us then hear no more of attempts 
to bring the House of Commons into contempt ! Wuo has reduced 
it to the condition into which it has fallen! Wuo has subjected tt 
to the neecssity of having its own disgrace received, and recorded, 
by its own officers, in the presence of ils members, and by the 
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order of its speaker! without daring to question the truth of the 
allegations, or taking any steps to punish the individual, who has 
stepped forward to expose its total inadequacy to support the cha- 
racter of representative of the democracy of England. We regret 
however, that the discussion of the merits of the question was 
not then brought on. The honest members of that House, who 
hold seats from the people, and think themselves accountable to 
the people for a due attention to their interests, ought to 
inake the minions speak, if it were only to apologize for 
their guilt. And we yet hope, before the session is passed, 
that Mr. Hobhouse will move, that the petition be taken into 
consideration. Nothing can b2 more important. Nothing can 
be of greater interest to the nation. The Royal disputes are but 
of atranscient nature, though they involve the most important 
principles; but the defective and degraded state of the popular 
representation is still more important. A full, free, and fair repre- 
sentation of the people would not have been insulted by being 
made a party to the persecution of the Queen, or the oppression 
of the people, so well painted by Dr. Lushington ; and to purify 


that representation, is the only method of securing, and restoring 
justice to all, 


ae 





SACRIFICE AND DIVORCE OF THE QUEEN. 





{t is now officially ‘decided the Queen shall undergo the treat-. 
ment which we have already anticipated. It is a fortunate thing 
that our system is so simple in its nature, that we know what it can 
do, when we know what it will attemptto do. As far as the law, 
and the reason of the case is concerned, the Queen has already 
defeated her enemies, and exposed them in their proper colours. 
They did not like to be exposed; and if they could have frigh- 
tened her away, they would willingly have paid any price for the 
concealment. But since they are exposed, they are determined 
she shall be punished, in the abominable language of the Morning 
Post, ‘* either as a MARTYR or as acriminal.” The Bill of Pains 
and Penalties is already before the flouse of Lords; and it con- 
tains a clause annulliug the matriage’of the parties! This we 
predicted; and we do not hesitate to predict that it will pass both 
houses of parliament, and become good statute and constitutional 
‘aw! inthis moral and religious country, in despite of the inno- 


cence of the pariv accuscd, and the outraged feeling of an in- 
sulted people. ; 
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letting her know who the witnesses are; and even withoud 
letting her have a statement of the charges against her!!! 


i ltetnaeatientined 


ARRIVALOF THE WretcueEs!!!— Dover, friday, July 7, 
1820.—This Morning Six of the Italian Allies arrived. ‘The 
good people of this town flocked to see them. ‘They were es- 
corted by an Austrian agent, and a Milan Attorney.—Such a 
set of ragged rascals never were seen before. Such Wretches 
as go about with dancing dogs and monkies, white mice, tame 
snakes, and land-turtles. The Magistrates got a guard of con- 
stables to pretect them, for fear the people should fling them 
into the sea. They were kept guarded tll two coaches were 
brought to put them into. ‘They were then driven off amidst 
the hisses, cries, and yells, of the men, women, and children, of 
this humane, loyal, and public-spirited town. They seemed 
frightened out of their wits at this honest expression of the 
feelings of the People.—Who is to Pay tor bringing over, feed- 
ing, Cloathing, and rewarding these wretches!!! 





Rerorm.—Mr. Hobhouse has presented a petition from Major 
Cartwnght, against the defective state of the representation, which 
was laid on the table. It contained a list of eighty-six peers, who 
were patrons of boroughs; and an offer to prove that ninety-five 
peers at the last general election had returned, by direct and 
indirect influence, one hundred and nincly-six members of the house ! 
in defiance of the statute of Edward I. proh'biting peers from any 
interference; and also in defiance of a resolution passed every 
sossion by the House of Commons, declaring such interference to 
bea breach of privilege. This extraordinary attack upon the purity 
of the honourable house, made in its very centre, produced no 
debate,—no reply—no attempt to refute the charge of a treason- 
able usurpation of seats in the house! Were the facts incorrectly 
stated, or unfounded, the cry of treason! treason! horrible 
treason! would have resounded through the House; but this 
proof and record of its own degradation was tamely received, in 
sullen silenee, and stands recorded upon its own journals, in damning 
evidence of its imperfection. Let us then hear no more of attempts 
to bring the House of Commons into contempt ! Wuo has reduced 
it to the condition into which it has fallen! Wuo has subjected it 
to the neecssity of having its own disgrace received, and recorded, 
by its own officers, in the presence of ils members, and by the 
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order of its speaker! without daring to question the truth of the 
allegations, or taking any steps to punish the individual, who has 
stepped forward to expose its total inadequacy to support the cha- 
racter of representative of the democracy of England. We regret 
however, that the discussion of the merits of the question was 
not then brought on. The honest members of that House, who 
hold seats from the people, and think themselves accountable to 
‘the people for a due attention to their interests, ought to 
inake the minions speak, if it were only to apologize for 


their guilt. And we yet hope, before the session is passed, 
that Mr. Hobhouse will move, that the petition be taken into 


consideration. Nothing can b2 more important. Nothing can 
be of greater interest to the nation. The Royal disputes are but 
of atranscient nature, though they involve the most important 
principles; but the defective and degraded state of the popular 
representation is still more important. A full, free, and fair repre- 
sentation of the people would not have been insulted by being 
made a party to the persecution of the Queen, or the oppression 
of the people, so well painted by Dr. Lushington ; and to purify 


that representation, is the only method of securing, and restoring 
justice to all, 


o 





SACRIFICE AND DIVORCE OF THE QUEEN. 





[t is now officially ‘decided the Queen shall undergo the treat-. 
nient which we have already anticipated. It is a fortunate thing 
that our system is so simple in its nature, that we know what it can 
do, when we know what it will attemptto do. As far as the law, 
and the reason of the case is concerned, the Queen has already 
defeated her enemies, and exposed them in their proper colours. 
‘They did not like to be exposed; and if they could have frigh- 
tened her away, they would willingly have paid any price for the 
concealment. But since they are exposed, they are determined 
she shall be punished, in the abominable language of the Morning 
Post, ‘* either as a MARTYR Or as acriminal.” The Bill of Paing 
and Penalties is already before the flouse of Lords; and it con- 
tains a clause annulliug the marriage’of the parties! This we 
predicted; and we do not hesitate to predict that it will pass both 
houses of perliament, and become good statute and constitutional 
aw! inthis moral and religious country, in despite of the inno- 


cence of the partly accuscd, and the outraged feeling of an in- 
sulted people. : 
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It is barely possible, that it may be a trick devised to prevent 
ber Majesty from being a participator in the coronation. It is 
barely possible that this expedient of placing her under a heavy 
accusation, is done to furnish a plausible pretence for excluding 
her from that ceremony; but it is more than probable that the 
matter will be driven to an eaxtremity—that witnesses which 
could be placed before no court of justice will be believed 
by a ministerial majority of both houses—that the Queen’s wit- 
nesses, however respectable, will not be believed by those who 
will be interested in turning a deaf ear to her exculpation—that 
the Queen will be declared by faw to have forfeited her rights— 
and perhaps be banished from the country under the provisions 
of the infamous alien bill, 

All this is probable. 1t would be possible to avert this dis- 
grace, by a bold resistance to usurped power in the dower house ; 
bat there is no Chatham there to wield the stern democracy of 
Britain, and set the limits of public opinion to the encroach- 
ments of a venal administration. The people feel rightly; but 
they have been so long accustomed to the sicrifice of their own 
rights, that they cannot be expected to resist more firmly the in- 
vasion of the rights of others; and, however high the pulse 
may beat in favour of an insulted woman, and an injured Queen, 
we do not anticipate any more effectual efforts to aid her cause, 
than useless complaints, or unavailing remonstrances- ‘The Queen 
will be treated as the reformers are treated. She will find too late, 
that the pretended representatives of the people, have none of 
the just feeling, the manly principles that actuate the nation.— 
Interest absorbs every humaue impulse; and those who wish to 
yise, care not whether they rise upou the mangled body of the mur- 
dered patriot, or over the ruined reputation of a Queen. 

Did we not see the danger of the Queen, we shouid ridicule 
the means made use of to destroy her. ‘The Bill of Divorce, is one 
ef the most contemptible indictments in the world; and evinces 
as much the ignorance, as the baseness of her accusers. 

The first paragraph of the preamble sets forth that her Ma- 
jyesty in 1814 engaged in menial service a foreigner of low station, 
who had before served in a similar capacily, and was named Bar- 
tolomo Pergami, or Bergami. 

We suppose there was no guiit in this: —and we cannot 
conceive why it should bave been mentioned at all, 

The second paragraph announces, that between the said person, 
and her Majesty, a most unbecoming, and disgusting intimacy, 
eommenced, after he had so entered into ber service. 

A court of law would have struck this accusation out of an in- 
dictment, asa loose, vague, indefinite, and malicious charge, which 
insinuated guilt, but dared ot to mention on what it was found. 
ed, lest it should be disproved. It would have been reprobated 
as a calumnious stratagem, to prejudice the accused in the eyes 
of the ignorant—as a preparatory stop to infer maiter of graver 
import—as a mean prelude to some real offence, which if capable 
of proof, did not necd the preliminary statement; and which if 
encepeble of proof, ought to be skigwatised as an attempt te poison 
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uwound, lo prevent its healing, when the weapon was withdrawn. 
Why are the instances of anbecaming, aud disgusting imlinacy 
nol statcd! Was it unbecoming and disgusting to engage a fo- 
reigner of low station, in a menial office? For this is the charge 
of the first paragraph, of which the second if supposed to be a con- 
sequence? Or, are the accusers of the Queen to delermine what 
they may call unbecoming to be criminal because they wish her 
removal, to gratify personal dislike ? | 

The third paragraph, however, though a little out of order, 
puts usin possession of this und: coming and disgusting intimacy ; but 
mark the trick of inserting the second charge! No one would 
have thought from the continued narrative from the first and third 
paragraphs, that any thing disgusting, or unbecoming, could he 
inferred; but by interrupling a narrative, to assume a change, 
a great point indeed is made with fools who cannot understand, 
aud knaves who will not. 

This third paragraph, following up the statement of the first, 
that her Majesty had engaged a foreigner of low station, ina 
menial service, zocs on to state, that she had raised him to a high 
station in her household; “*and received him into her service, in 
hich and confidential situations about her Royal Highness’s per- 
son, and bestowed upon him great and extraordinary marks of fa« 
vour and distinction, obtained for him orders of Kiighthood and 
titles ofhonour, and conferred upon him a pretended order of 
knighthood, which she had taken upon herself lo inslitute without 
any just or lawful authority.” 

It is quite clear that the charge of disgusting and uxhccoming in- 
timacy is derived from these circumstances; which, if true, give 
no colour te the accusation. The situation held by this individual, 
in the household of a Princess in exile, must produce a greater 
Cegree of intimacy than may be usual between the relative situa. 
fions in fife; and i she found a servant faithful and attentive to 
her interests, when cbandoned by her husband, and betrayed by her 
pretended friend, it is not a matter of surprise that she should 
think of rewarding his fidelity by all the meansinher power. How 
many scoundrels of low station have been exalted by all princes 
into situations where a really disgusting and unbecoming intimacy 
has taken place between them and their patrons; and yet it is 
eriminal in the Queen to have obéained tithes and honours fora 
deserving servant! Reynolds, the Irish spy, has been exalted 
into the representative of majesty, by the very men who accuse 
the Queen of criminality for having promoted her domestic! But 
mark the language employed. She obtained for him tifles of ho. 
vour! Of ahom did she cbtainthem? Certainly of those who had 
the right to bestow them. It will probably be admitted that a 
foreign court has as much right to bestow tite, as an Kinglish court; 
and when the title is given, itcarries itsrank withit. The Queen was 
Not sosituated as to demand titles of honor for her domestics from 
forcign courts :—and when those titles were bestowed,and the per- 
son bearing them was received at the Court which gave thei, 
was the Queen more degraded than she would have heen by bein 
mm the company of Lord Eldon, who was of equally low station, 








6S rHE BLACK DWARE. 


until goud furlune threw him upwards on the waves of chance 
and discretion, As to the nonsense of her having instituted a pre- 
tended order of knighthood, it isa despicable slander, as ignorantly 
as meanly introduced. Where are the knight's companians of this 
pretended oider? Who ever heard of an order, with but one 
member ? Whatever title she might have requested him to wear, 
can only be considered as a title of distinction in her own house. 
hold, where she has as much right to name Lords in wailing, as 
the King himself, and to give them what titles she pleases. 

Thus are disposed of, beneath the notice of any rational man, the 
three first paragraphs of the preamble; but with this preparation 
comes the fourth, which, charges ‘* an adulterous intercourse for 
a long period of time!” This single charge, it is quite evident, 
is all that should have been made, by parties wishing, or intending 
to do justice. All the remaining verbiage is oulyintended to 
shade suspicion of a deeper die, and to prejudice the minds of 
the people before it arrives at the real point of accusation. 
It is begun with an attempt to insinuate that the mere engage- 
ment of this foreigner of low stalion isa crime—then, that she was 
too famiiiar with this foreigner of low station—then she procures 
for him higher tiiles, and promotes him to a higher station in her 
service—and from all this, with the alleged unbecoming and dis- 
gusting intimacy, an adulterous intercourse is to be inferred! Thus 
is justice to be satisfied ; —a prince is to he released from bonds, 
from which he has long sighed to be free!—and her Majesty 
‘* deprived of the title of Queen, and of all the prerogatives, 
rights, privileges, and exemptions appertaining to her as Queen 
consort of this realm !” 

It is not possible to contemplate these proceedings without 
disgust and indignation; but, however shameful they may be, it 
spust not be presumed they will fail of success. We have had such 
melancholy examples of what the Boroughmongers can do, and 
of what they will do, that we cannot think they will hesitate to 
sacrifice the honour, though the maimers of the age will not allow 
of the sacrifice of the life of the Queen. The friends of her 
Majesty must be on the alert, to interfere between her and the 
certain ruin that awaits her if they are listless in her ciuse. The 
citizens of London have already addressed her Majesty, in the con- 
viction of her innocence. They should do more. They should 
address her Majesty to denounce the process by which her honour 
is assailed —to declare that she will not submit her case to the de- 
cision Of a prejudiced tribunal, at the prompting of a ministerial 
cabal, and a Secret Inquisition! tis only in a court oF raw, that 
she can hope for justice. It is not absolutely certain, she could 
meet it there ; but it is quite certain she can expect it no where 
else. The Tweuve Juners are the only persons who should pre- 
side on her trial, where the known rules of daw may regulate the 
evidence to be received, and have some chauce of influencing the 
judgment that shall be given. 

It is pretended that she cannot be proceeded azaiust in a legal 
manner, because the charred offence is allezed to have been com 
untled with a forcigner. This is merely a pretence te cover the 


~~. 
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delusion. It is true, that if guilty, the Qeeen might not have beea 
within the reach of the tribunals of this country, nor to have 
been within the power of the monarch to produce at a trial of her 
offence. This is the argument of the Courier. ‘‘ How could she 
be compelled to appear? If demanded to be given up by one 
Court, she could have fled to another—a second application must 
have been made, which would have been rendered null by a second 
flight.” This is paltry subterfuge. If out of the reach of appre- 
hension, she could not have been out of the reach of citation—and 
decree of outlawry, upon a refusal to appear before a competent 
tribunal, would have been a fair ground for the Bill of Divorce, 
now presented against all reason. The Queen, we are persuaded, 
is now willing to meet the fullest, the fairest investigation. She 
has come here for no other purpose than to demand it; and is 
it not the most perverse malignity, to reason upon the hypothesis 
of her running away? The City of London, and all towns in the 
kingdom ought to address her Majesty, to wave all the privileges 
to which her rauk may entitle her—to protest agaiust all judicial 
proceedings, in which the Ministers hold the decision in their own 
hands—and to demand a special commission ef the twelve judges, 
to try this important question. Without this, she is assuredly lost! 
and with her, perhaps the repose of the country for ages to 
come, 

The Ministers see this; and yet their stubborn attachment to 
their places, drives them onward, whether they will, or no. The 
kuow that they are driving the vessel of the state between Scylla 
and Charvbdis, yet some fatality drags them along, with an appa- 
a resisiless impulse. By a timely interference, on constitu- 
tional grounds, of the people, and a determinate stand in the lower 
House, it is just possible that the mischief may be averted. The 
advisers of the Queen have the datter alternative in their own 
hands. The very faults in the composition of the House enable 
them to obtain admittanee for individuals who can, and will resist, 
to the last, every altempt on the part of the administration to lay 
the sure foundation of national misery, by the measures they are 
now pursuing, In the want of the power to save, we can only warn 
the public, that the events of this ill-timed enquiry may, znd most 
probably will, be of the most disastrous nature. The Ministers 
should pause to enquire how much odium their measures may 
safely throw upon their royal master—how much popularity they 
ean, in prudence, advise him to hazard—how much obloquy in 
addition to their present load, they are themselves able to bear— 
and, above all, how far the public forbearance can be calculated 
upon? These considerations we would press upon the Ministers, 
not out of any regard to them, for it would be hypocrisy to pre- 
tend that we possess any; but from an honest zeal to prevent the 
nation being implicated in the misery with which it is really threa- 
tened, by the madness and venality of their conduct. Is it possible 
to believe that the calumniators of reform, those who pretended 
to fear in every movement of the political world, an immediate 
convulsion, can be so blind as not to perceive they are lighting up 
all the combustible elements which lie scattered in every direction ? 











10 THE BLACK DWARF. 


Do they not see that asiagle spark may set the nation in a flasae, 
which neither penal laws, nor standing armies, can extinguish ? 
And with this really before their eyes, what must they be, whe, 
from any personal considerations, any love of peace, will not only 
brave, but provoke the storm? And what must the nation be, 
which could silently sce itself driven to the verge of sucha preci- 
pice? Great Britain is the only country which would permit itselt 
to be so endangered ; and the present administration, we§would 
hope, for the credit of humanity, the only set of men in existence, 
who would lend themselves to its ruin. 
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PARODY. 
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What mean the great inen of our Isle ? 
To starve the poor, and all that? 
You'll scarcely see a teadesman simile, | 
They're so oppressed, and all that, 

And all that, and ail that, 

Thetr ragged coats, and all that, 
No work is left, the money’s gone, 
Their faces clearly shew that. 


That base, that vile starvation act, 
The Corn Bill, as they call that ; 
Has laid the nation on its back, 
And ruined trade, and all that. 
For all that, and all that, 
And this was done, and all that, 
Merely to serve our leech-like lords 
And crush the poor, and all that. 


Our statesmen think the poor were bora 
To be their slaves, and all that; 
And bend beneath each scornful frown, 
Whene’er they please to shew that. 
And all that, and all that, 
With bended knee, and all that; 
To soothe and fawn on flattering knaves 
That steel our rights, and all tha 


Our clergymen, thev all do preach, 
To be content, and all that ; 
They say the scripture clearly teach, 
To be resigned, and all that. 
And all that, and all that, 
Submission too, and all that; 
But let them try the poor man’s lot, 
His hunger, pains, and all that. 


Oh! it would be rare sport to see, 
A bishop grave, and all that, 
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A digging ditches o’er the lea, 
In his lawn sleeves, and all that. 
And all that, and all that. 
His tythe pigs lost, and all that ; 
His stockings falling down his legs, 
His wig flung off, and all that. 





The base Lord justly claims, 
Far worse a trade than all that ; 
By rights he should ride in the Thames, 
Chained in a Audk, and all that. 
And all that, and all that, 
’Mongst convict chaps, and all that; 
‘They'd use the strap for what he’s done, 
Against reform, and all that. 


Then see a - have on his back, 
Hung parsnips, greens, and all that, 
And bawling out who'll buy the pack, 
They're good, and cheap, and all that. 
And all that, and all that, 
Through London town, and all that, 
If bad the sale, he’d quickly ery, 
Reform! reform! and ali that. 





O would the fellows only try, 
Hard work a bit, and all that, 
The devil doubts but bye and bye, 
We'd get reforin, and all that. 
And all that, and all that, 
The poor would live, and all that ; 
Our shirts would not to uncle’s go, 
Nor hats, nor shoes, and all that. 


Ye ruling powers of Britain’s isle, 
O hear my prayer, and all that, 
Amend your ways, your works the while, 
Before times teach you all that. 
For all that, and all that, 
Repent, reform, and all that ; 
For if you don’t, as sure as a gun, 
John Bull will roar, and all that. 





TOMY LOVING COUSIN, TIM. HOPEFUL, NORTHAMPTON. 
—00—00— 


This comes hoping, dear cousin, to find you in health, 
As it lGaves sister Sukey, old Nan, and myself; 
Who nowy, thank the stars, are all looking quite bold, 
Having lately got rid of a terrible cold ; 
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And as, we suppose, you are anxious to hear 
What is passing ; sister Sukey and Nan both declare, 
i ought, in compassion to take up my pen, 
And write you a letter—a long one ; well then, 
Wil begin: You must know, that the Queen is come over, 
From the land of the Bourbons, and landed at Dover ; 
(Front that land where the Bourbons sojourn awhile) 
‘To visit old England, the once happy isle; 
The isle where fair Liberty chose to reside; 
The spot, of the world, once the envy and pride; 
But now—my hand trembles, my knees knock with fear, 
Aud thus—let me drop on ils ruins a tear. 
As soon as the Queen put her foot on the shore 
Our rulers, with voices like stentors, bawl’d wh—re, 
But that you remember they did iong before 
Our gracious Queen quiited her home, in this isle: 
Sad work, my dear cousin, when friends will beguile ; 
And beguil’d the Queen was by ...... who, they say, 
Turn’d his back on himself when the Queen went away, 
It appears from what has as yet come to light, 
That our Virtuous .... did, what I care not to write, 
A curious commission to Milan send out ; 
Forwd of lawycrs and priests; and thatno one might doubt, 
But the motive was pure, was candid, why list! 
A picklock, and thieves, were to aid and assist! 
And what dost thou think ? Why, our worthies have got 
Two bags full of something, L cannot tel] what : 
But so long have they kept, in the bags, what they've gotten, 
That itsmells just asthough the whole were quite rotlen; 
Indeed, in a place near St. Stephen’s one day, 
The owners were order’d to take them away. 
But what to do with them not one of them knew 
So they gap’d at each other like frogs in a stew. 
Ai length one got courage and spake for the rest, 
With humble submission, he begg’d to suggest, 
That if they would grant but a little delay, 
He'd dispose of the bags, in his very best way; 
He ooull go to Duke’s place—he'd ask all the Jews, 
And failing a chapman, he'd visit the stews ; 
(Where, ’tis thought, by the bye, he is very well known,) 
And hop'd they might claim both the bags for their own ' 
But some, who knew better, at this gave a smile, 
Declaring the stews would own nothing so vile ; 
And so say tne Ppeorie. who further declare, 
That each, of the rozucs, ought to take home his share. 
Thy loving cousin, 


SIMON HOPEFUL. 
Bara, July 6, 1820. 
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